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t’s not uncommon for designers 
to find their inspiration from the past. This Spring/Sum-
mer, we will subtly transport back to a time of power, 
gold, dark eyeliner, and Pharaohs with delicate pieces of 
jewellery inspired by ancient Egypt. This is not the first 
time the Ancients have graced fashion with their omnip-
otent presence in our clothing and accessories, but this 
time it’s certainly presented in a different way. 
           In 3100 BC, the world saw the ancient Egyptians 
rise to power, forming a civilisation and tribe of people 
unlike any the world had seen before. With their bril-
liant minds providing innovative ideas and their own 
formal style of writing known as hieroglyphics, they 
were one of the first civilisations to embrace design in 
every aspect of their life.  This creativity showed their 
fondness for the exotic. The Egyptians were heavily 
influenced by magic, astronomy and the interpretation 
of dreams. Their world was steeped in symbolism; 
everything from jewellery to tools reflected worship to 
a god. It wasn’t till the eighteenth dynasty that ancient 
Egypt became one of the wealthiest and most powerful 
civilisations.  

            Our modern world has maintained an obses-
sion with ancient Egypt and their rituals since the 
discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb in the 1920’s. Ar-
chaeologists and tourists still frequently visit the past 
with vacations and films, such as Liz Taylor’s iconic 
6-hour performance in the 1975 movie, Cleopatra, 
as she was adorned in jewels, gold and over-the-top 
clothing.  The Mummy franchise, another Egyptian 
cinema staple, saw a group of 1920s adventurers 
accidentally raise the dead and eventually discover 
gold and wealth. The idea of Ancient Egypt goes far 
beyond what anyone can imagine. Some historians, 
and even archaeologists believe that they were either 
an alien race or descended from aliens. Even now, this 
has inspired many past and present collections.
              This season ancient Egypt both subtly and 
loudly graced our catwalks and streets with major de-
sign houses, such as Nanushka, Chloé, Paco Rabanne, 
Hermes, Giambattista Valli
Altuzarra, Givenchy, Jacquemus, Jil Sander, Marni 
and Coach 1941.  The brands took inspiration for 
their jewellery from this lost time in the form of bold 
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earrings, including gold snakes seen at Nanushka SS19, 
minimal arm bands with colourful stones and bold neck-
laces. Balmain SS19 was entirely inspired by Egypt with 
fanned balloon sleeves, reminiscent of Egyptian queens, 
silk jackets and coats in pure white, bandaged dresses, 
silver breast plates and black and white hieroglyphic 
bodysuits and jackets. The collection met a structured 
and elegant flow of geometry and sharp power shoul-
ders, resembling the Great Pyramids.  Olivier Rousteing 
paired his ensembles with featuring silver shoes and 
thigh-high boots.
             Elsewhere, smaller design houses and high 
street stores followed suit. Milktooth Ldn’s collection 
“Sphere” was inspired by mystical and magical sym-
bols; each statement set of earrings was given a name 
with a definitive meaning and tarot card. Mark Potts, the 
co-founder of Milktooth Ldn said “the idea stemmed 
from what was beyond the mythical after death and 
beyond our own world”.  High street stores like Top-
shop and ASOS have also picked up on the theme with 
a more obvious take on the idea. We see several delicate 
faux gold and sterling silver necklaces and rings with 
prominent hieroglyphics on them.
            It is evident that the minimalistic lifestyle and 
design is becoming irrelevant as we take a step back and 
embrace maximalism: the idea that more is more. We 

see this trend rise not only in fashion, but in interior 
design. Embracing boldness. Perhaps fashion hasn’t 
entirely jumped on this new idea, but we can definitely 
see aspects of it creeping in, especially in our accesso-
ries. 
           If you’re interested in wearing statement jew-
ellery, but you feel you don’t have the structure for it, 
perhaps try it out anyway. It’s always a good idea to 
try something you normally wouldn’t think of trying. 
You’d be surprised at how it will turn out. if you’re 
pairing it with workwear, try an open-collared white 
shirt with a heavy piece around your neck or large 
earrings such as Milktooth LnDn’s Pharoah earrings. 
Wear your hair back behind your ears so that the 
earrings are on show for all to see. Experiment with 
incorporating it into your style. There is no right or 
wrong way to wear the timeless trend. 
           We are never short of a bold piece in every 
aspect of our lives, and definitely not in the fashion 
industry this season.  Spring/Summer 2019 offers up 
an array of daring items to choose from. There will be 
a new perspective on the statement earring, meaning 
all of us can be about fabulous accessories.  Perhaps 
in our current feminist crisis, we can intimidate a few 
men along the way. 
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